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the town on two sides; on the other two, at about four
miles distance, it is closed in by a large jungle, through which
passes the road to Shikarpore where the jungle finishes. Now,
if we evacuate Shikarpore, the robber tribes will descend from
the hills, and establish themselves in this jungle ; so that
Sukkur will be blockaded ; and no one be able to move beyond
the chain of sentries without being murdered. To clear this
jungle with infantry would be impossible ; the robbers would
retreat before the advancing troops, and when the latter retir-
ed, the former would again occupy their position in the jungle.
But, if we occupy Shikarpore, a body of cavalry stationed
there, would spread along the outskirt of the jungle, while
infantry would (by concert) push through the wood from
Sukkur. The robbers, thus cut off from their hills, would
receive such a terrible punishment, as to deter any other tribe
from trying the same experiment.
13. In a commercial point, I consider Shikarpore to be of
considerable importance. It forms a depot for the reception
of goods from the north and west; with wThich countries it has
long possessed channels of communication ; circumstances of
an adverse nature may for a while interrupt these; but, under
a firm protecting Government, they would soon be again open-
ed out; and from Shikarpore goods would be sent to Sukkur,
there to be shipped on the Indus, and would also be passed by
land to Larkhana, and thence on to Kurachee. These seem
formerly to have been the great lines of trade. They are
geographically and naturally so, and will therefore quickly
revive. But if Shikarpore be left to the mercy of the surround-
ing gangs of freebooters, commerce cannot thrive, nor, with-
out Shikarpore being strongly guarded, can it pass through the
jungle to Sukkur. These two towns are so placed as naturally
to support each other in commerce.
14. In a political light, Shikarpore has the advantage of
being chiefly inhabited by a Hindu population, tolerated
for ages by the Mussulmans, and, consequently, forming a
pacific link of intercourse between us and the nations north
and west; through Shikarpore, these Hindoos will be the
means of gradually filtering the stream of commerce'and
social intercourse between the Mahomedans and ourselves,